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Farm-Way solar system on line; making nearly half of its power needs

By Bernie Marvin

BRADFORD-On any good
day around the huge Farm-
Way complex on Route 25,
a recently installed solar
system is silently generat-
ing nearly half the electrical
needs that will keep comput-
ers,
and everything else electric
humming along.

This accomplishment is the
result of several years of
“heavy investment in some-
thing the business owners all
believe in. Their investment
of more than $240,000 in this
$400,000 project has, so far,
provided them and others, an
insidelook at just how quick-
ly the business of solar has
changed since they began to
look seriously at going solar.

For the average person,. so-
lar power is a mystery. You
take a bunch of shiny plates,
anchor them in a field or on

your roof, and let the sun beat

down on them and, voila...
you have all the free power
you need. '

Well, it is not exactly that
easy. Ask the clerk of the
solar works at Farm-Way,
Phil “Skip” Metayer and hell
tell you all about it in simple
terms, in a manner that is
quite easy to understand. For
~ someone who has been with
the company’s solar project
from day one, it is a good proj-
ect, it is a commitment and,
hell note, the face of solar
changes by the hour.

The system went on line
February 1 of this year and
now generates between 42
and 45 percent of their elec-
trical power needs. He said
when the store is closed on
Sundays, as it always is, they
can create more power than
they use, even though there
are many fixtures and other
items operating.

He said there were a few “hic-
cups” at first, but things have
smoothed out and the plans
for the system’s future are
to double the size.of it so the
company’s vast layout can all

lights and appliances -

Skip Metayer, Vice President of Farm-Way of Bradford checks a computer terminal in the store’s Route 25 entranceway that monitors the company’s recent
solar energy installation. www.vermontgear.com also carries interesting facts about the company’s solar program.
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be operating on the power
created by the sun.

He said that a customer told
them of some of the advances
and usefulness of harvesting
solar power for individual
use several years ago, Meta-
yer said now that the system
is up and running, they are
very pleased with the output
as the system is presently op-

erating.

He said when government
incentives come on line as
promised and continue to as-
sist with clean energy proj-
ects in the face of a bad econ-
omy, much more work could
be done in harnessing the
sun’s energy. Metayer noted
that the US Department of

-Agriculture and the Vermont
Clean Energy Fund presently -

issue those solar funds

The system’s installer, Gro-
Solar of White River Junc-
tion, made a proposal to the
Vermont-based fund and
they were successful in get-

ting some funding help. He "

said Farm-Way also applied
to the USDA for funding,
but that grant proposal was
set aside.

They could have resubmit-
ted the USDA grant request,
but it would have prolonged
the project, something they
had been working on for
about the past three years. -

Metayer said three years is
a long time to work on their
solar plan and they felt it
was time to get it working,
so they let the USDA pro-
posal go by. They moved the
project forward and now the
system is up and operat-
ing, he said, something the
public, the company person-
nel and others in the solar
operation business can now
see and experience. '

There is a continued stream
of people wanting informa-
tion on the solar system
since it went on line. In the
lobby of the store, they have
installed a unique computer
screen that shows just how

much energy is being cap-
tured at any one time, plus
other interesting informa-
tion on this fascinating sys-
tem.

That information is also
available on the company

website www.vermontgear. -

com in the Ecoworks tab.

Metayer said it is a good
feeling to know the company
can build a system that real-
ly interests others, especial-
ly individual homeowners
who are interested in clean
energy that is being gener-
ated from sunlight.

He said the prospect, the
incentives and the materi-
als involved in a solar proj-
ect improve all the time and
there are more homeowners
and business owners getting
into it. Now that Farmway
is into it, they plan to contin-
ue adding more solar panels
within the next few years.

To the rear of the company’s
extensive mix of buildings

that contains their $4 mil-

" lion inventory in footwear,

clothing, sporting goods,
house wares and furniture
(plus a whole lot more!) is
the solar panel field.

These panels gather light,
send it over to a nearby
power converter where it is
changed into electrical ener-
gy and sent throughout the
buildings in the form of con-
ventional electrical power.

Metayer said the field out
back is large enough to in-
stall as many panels as
needed to get the system up
to providing 100 percent of
Farm-Way’s power needs for
the future.

He said the 308 solar panels
now installed there fill only
a small portion of the land
they own there and allows
plenty of space for expan-
sion.

This ambitious project by
the Farm-Way family that
includes Paul and Bobbie
Gallerani,  daughter Carol,

husband, Skip and many,

. many more dedicated people

know that what they are all
contributing to is the van-

" guard of what many are go-

ing to do in working with the -
environment. ‘ '

A glance at the monitor in
the entrance way of their
store shows that their solar
efforts will remove 76,000
pounds of carbon from the
air in a year by using power
not generated by something
that burns and pollutes the
atmosphere we breath.

This is a grass roots effort by
Skip and Paul and the folks
at Farm-Way to convert to
solar power. They promote
it in the store, tell customers
about it and wholeheartedly

endorse the solar concept.

That’s great business plan-
ning, an unselfish effort in

.a community, and this huge

effort is all good for the envi-
ronment, too!





